
Dear Ms in ‘t Veld, Chair of DRFMG, 

Dear colleagues, 

  

On 25th March 2022, Slovenian investigative journalist and owner of the Požareport web portal, 

Bojan Požar, received a decision on detention, ordered by the High Court in Ljubljana. The 

reason for his detention was allegedly non-participation in the hearing before the High Court 

on 16 March 2022. Due to the rules, the hearing was not obligatory at all, as it was a procedure 

in which he has been acquitted at the first instance. 

  

Bojan Požar is one of the most read and one of the most frequently sued journalists in Slovenia. 

He is the most high-profile investigative journalist in Slovenia, who has published some 

extremely burdensome articles on the Slovenian judiciary, specifically on questionable proofs 

of professional competence of the Supreme Judge. He also published some verified information 

that puts a heavy burden on the president of one of the political parties. 

  

The Court’s decision would physically remove Mr Požar from the public for the entire duration 

of the election campaign. He has repeatedly written critically about dishonest judges and courts, 

including a judge of the senate of the Higher Court who ordered his detention. It is therefore 

impossible to rule out the possibility that this measure is retaliation against a journalist. Within 

the 24-hour appeal period, the Supreme Court annulled the disproportionate and illegal decision 

on detention of the High Court. They explained that the journalist did not violate the procedural 

law by not attending the sessions of the Appeals Chamber of the High Court, as the senate could 

have conducted the session without his presence. 

  

Such and similar abuses of justice must be stopped immediately. Independent journalists protect 

the right to freedom of expression, ensure access to information for all citizens and contribute 

to the foundations of democracy and society. Unfortunately, unreasonable things are happening 

in Slovenia in the field of media, which even go so far, that public television journalists are 

openly attacked by their colleagues. Threats are made publicly and without hesitation. 

  

I would like to ask you, dear Chair, to take immediate action and condemn the Court's action. I 

suggest that the group, which dealt in details with the state of the media in Slovenia, gets to 

know the situation and takes immediate action, at least with a public statement. 

  

I call on the Group to use its means to protect investigative journalist Bojan Požar from political 

persecution. The group should also strongly condemn threats against independent journalists, 

employed by public service broadcaster. 

  

With kind regards, 

  

Romana Tomc 

 


